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Campus to
aquire Dali
Museum site
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University of South Florida St. Petersburg

Student govemment.elections begin
By Irena Milasinovic

resentative for the College of voted last year, said that she
Business. "Nobody knows who didn't know for whom she actuis running unless you are in the ally voted . She said she felt
Student Government," he said. discouraged when only one
Many students are unaware
Buckler, 20, said that candidate's name appeared on
of the role Student Government be~ause the importance of the ballot.
tion polls will be in Davis
plays at USF St. Petersburg and Student Government is not rec"They didn't really need my
Lobby from Monday, Nov. 15,
ognized,
students
do
of
the
elections
that
are
in
not
care
vote,"
Cooper
said.
"There's
not
througt)'Thursday,
~()~, 18.
By Brittany Fenske
1
progress
for
Student
the
elections.
about
really
a
better
candidate
to
~tud~~tsi
fuay
vote'frbm
11:30
Staff Writer
Bulletin boards around the choose fro-m ."
Government executive officers
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. an'd from 7
Most of the time, one cancampus are filled with posters
p.m. to 8 p.m. on those days.
On Nov. 2, St. Petersburg for Spring 2005.
didate
Insufficient
and
uncreative'
and
fliers
put
up
in
the
first
runs
for
an
executive
voters approved the transfer of
the existing Salvador Dali · advertising, as well as unfamil- week of November with the office, When candidates run
.;,::;~'
. . "''{F'
SPRING'' 2.005 CANI),li>ATES:
Museum land to USF St. iarity with Student Government intent to draw students' atten- unopposed, they-need only one
Petersburg.
President - Chris Covell and
tasks and positions of the can- tion to the Student Government vote to win.
"The Dali Museum will be didates have contributed to the elections. USF St. Petersburg
incumbent Thomas Piccolo
Students might also know
a welcome addition to USF St. low voter turnout for Student student Ashley Cooper, a psy- little about what Student
Vice President - Mudit Bhatt and
Petersburg,"
said Abdul Government elections in past chology major, said she saw Government does.
Nasser, the university's vice semesters.
posters but she doesn't know
Both Student Government
chancellor of administration
"I
don't
think
the
Student
who
the
Spring
2005 Student President Tom Piccolo and
and finance.
Buckler agreed that students
Treasurer - incumbent Chris
Voters also approved the Government elections are mar- Government candidates are.
Koenig
keted
very
well,"
said
Chris
"I
never
know
who
is
runhow
much
money
don't
know
leasing of the Bayfront Center
site to the Da:li Museum. The Buckler, a business major at ning," said Cooper, 19. "They Student Government handles
museum will relocate to the USF St. Petersburg and a for- have a booth and you are just or where . that money comes
See SG Elections on page 8
Bayfront Center site at 400 mer Student Government rep- supposed to vote." Cooper, who from.
First St. S. in St. Petersburg.
Private money and $8 million
from the state is needed to
Traveling 'by car can strain a college
finance the move and the new
three-story facility.
student's wallet, so some students use fourThe university will not
obtain the existing Dali
wheel, two-wheel or no-wheel alternatives
Museum site until the new .
to get from Point A to Point B.
museum is built, which is ·
expected to take two to three
years.
The Dali Museum owns its By Genessa Poth
current -single-story building, Senior Staff Writer
which is located on land leased
from the City.of St. Petersburg.
It has been proposed that
Gas prices are hiked up higher than
the state buy the existing Dali
ever. Car insurance continues to make
Museum building and the
bank accounts dwindle. And USF St.
leasehold for the land. If the
Petersburg
parking decals are steadily
City of St. Petersburg approves
increasing
in
pnce from year to year.
'this proposal, then the state
That is why more students are chooscan give financial assistance to
ing alternative means of transportation.
USF St. Petersburg so it can
Whether they get around by biking, walkbuy the Dali building and the
land lease.
ing or riding the bus, some students say
Nasser said USF St.
they save time and money by not driving
Petersburg needs $6 million to
cars.
buy th·e existing Dali.Museum
USF St. Petersburg senior Brian
building, located at 1000 Third
Moore drives a 2004 Vespa scooter to
St. S. in St. Petersburg.
school.
Acquisition of the existing
Moore said that although driving a
Dali site would help accommoscooter
is potentially dangerous, he gets
date USF St. Petersburg's
great gas mileage, cheap insurance, saves a
growth, Nasser said.
lot of money and always has a parking
USF St. Petersburg already
occupies the College of space on campus.
Business south of the Dali
"Instead of $120 for a USF parking
Museum, as well as buildings
See Transportation on page 8
north of-the museum, including Poynter Memorial Library,
and Bayboro, Davis and By driving his Vespa scooter instead of a
car, USF St. Petersburg student ~rian
Coquina halls.
-- Information in this arti- Moore saves money and spares himself
cle was obtained from the Dali the frustration of finding a parking space
Museum Relocation Eroject on campus.
summary report. ·
Photo by Jacqueline Fawcett

• St. Petersburg voters
have decided in favor of
USF St. Petersburg
purchasing the current
Salvador Dali Museum
property.

Senior Staff Writer
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An allegory on media oligopoly
with late capitalism encouraging homogeneity as only the diversity-promoting
free market can. But it wasn't enough.
There were still nattering little nabobs of
free expression floating about, claiming
their constitutional rights.
"The fools, those free-speech loving
enemies of freedom," said the hill-people,
"When will they understand the necessity
HEATH HOOPER
of complete worship crucial to a fully
functioning
aristocracy? Uh ...democraCOLUMNIST
cy. We meant democracy."
The hill-people had to figure out how
Thanks to the over 20 years of gov- to solve the tricky little problem regardernment · de-regulation concerning . ing the foolish free-speech lovers, who
media ownership,· five companies con- were occasionally running around and
trol the vast majority of media outlets in shooting their typewriters off. So the hill- ·
this country. And they're friends, so they people put their heads together and
try not to compete with one another too thought.
"Hmm," they thought. "Is there any
much.
The Big Five also like to self-pro- way we can get the free-speech lovers to
mote. Because of this, the difference turn on the very thing they love so
between commercial speech, (which is much?"
limited) and free speech, (which is, well,
It was a difficult question, and only
free) along with the laws governing after many snifters of brandy and quite a
each, is being called into question.
few hand-rolled cigars were the hill-peo.ple able to come to grips with the probOnce upon a time, there was a city on lem.
a hill, and in this city lived a group of very
Finally one of the hill-people, a parcomfortable people. For the most part, ticularly clever boy who went by · the
these people were happy. They thought name of Atwater, spoke up.
they had it pretty well sorted out, what
"Brothers," he said - because most

of the hill-people were male-and had safe·
ly hidden their mates away in the magica
land of Stepford - "Brothers," he said, ":
have a solution."
Those gathered in the rotunda, whicl
is what the hill-people called their meeting place, sat rapt as Atwater prepared tc
make his now-famous proclamation.
"De-regulation," he said.
· There was much celebration in th{
rotunda.
"Of course!" thought the hill-people
"If we can get the people to fear fre{
speech because of its abuse by super-conglomerates, then the stage will be set fm
the downfall of constitutional protection!"
Oh, how the hill-people danced. ThE
brandy then flowed like un-burnt wine,
and many an intern went home happy.
And so it was that de-regulatim::
sounded the death-knell for the freespeech lovers, who had to pack up and
move to a deserted atoll in the SoutlJ
Pacific, where they were all eaten b)
rabid polar bears.
Sleep well!
-Heath Hooper is a graduate student ir.
Journalism and Media Studies. He can bE
reached at hahooper@yahoo.com.
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Craw's Nest election night reflections

ADVISER
Lorene Roberson

CROW'S NEST OFFICE:
Campus Activities Center
(727) 553-4113
USFCrowsNest@aol.com

VANESSA ESPINAR
ASSISTANT EDITOR

Letters to
the editor

Nest is seeking
well-written,
dloughtfiAiettersto
the editor. Letter
writers should
include their names, position (e.g., student), and phone numbers for verification.

Letters may be edited for length or
clarity, but otherwise are printed exactly
as received. Not all letters may be p4QIished.Piease e-mail
USFCrowsNest@aol.com.

The media's job is to inform citizens
so that they can make decisions about
democracy. I hope that in printing 10 stories and editorials relating to the elections, the Crow.'s Nest has contributed to
the democratic process.
As a young voter, I am happy to know
the youth vote went up. It's encouraging
that more than 20 million young people
do care about the future of the country
and are willing to stand in line for hours
to make their voices heard. Voter turnout
went up 4.6 million for people.under 30
years old from the 2000 electiop., according to a_.Nov. 6. St. Petersburg Times article.
As a journalist, election ·night was a
learning experience. "Nervous, but excited" was not only our front-page headline

''As a journalist, election night
was a learning experience.
"Nervous, but excited" was
not only our front-page
headline for the Nov. 5
issue of the Grow's Nest;
it was also how the staff
felt on election night. This
was the first time the
Grow's Nest covered
elections live. ' '
for the Nov. 5 issue of the Grow's Nest; it
was also how the staff felt on election
night. This was the first time the Craw's
Nest covered elections live.
The staff of the Grow's Nest showed
it cared about the democratic process by
going out and covering the elections.
Three Grow's Nest reporters and three
photographers wrote about and photographed election night in Pinellas
County and had to complete their assignments in four hours.
That night gave us a glimpse into the
future -the future for the country's next
four years as well as our futures as journalists. We experienced for the first time

what most journalists experience eveiJ
day: the pressure of a tight deadline.
It wasn't an easy night. One reporteJ
and photographer had to scour St
Petersburg restaurants and bars .to fine
third-party candidate supporters. OtheJ
reporters could not send in their storie~
and photos because of a faulty wireles~
connection. The team of editors back a1
the Grow's Nest election headquarten
juggled multiple ·phone calls frorr.
reporters in the field while searching TI
news and websites for election results.
Although our newspaper went to bee
early that night, the staff didn't. After sto·
ries and photos came iri around mid·
night, we spent six hours working on th{
newspaper to ensure that it would be a1
the printer early the next day. We wantec
to announce the new president on th~
front page, but the results were stii
unclear by the time we finished thE
paper.
It was an endless, exhausting nigh1
for all of us. But it was also an exciting
night because it made us part of the history of the Grow's Nest and of the country.
.
- Vanessa Espinar is a graduate studeru
in Journalism and Media Studies. She can bE

reached atusfcrqwsnest@aol.com. ·
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Homeless clean the community
-Bringing you
science for
everyday life

By David Donald

Geography
awareness week
ountries all over the world
are celebrating geography
and teaching people how
important geography is in
their lives.
On Wednesday, Nov. 17; university geography departments
and geographic organizations
will celebrate the Sixth Annual
Geographic Information Systems
(GIS) Day, which is sponsored by
the National Geographic Society,
the United States Geological
Survey and the Association of
American Geographers, to name
a few.
GIS Day is an event that
shows businesses, schools and
the general public how geographical information syst~ms affect
their lives.
USF St. Petersburg will host
GIS Day at the Campus Activj.ties·
Center and Davis Hall.
Show does GIS affect our
lives?
"We can't do without it," said
Barnali Dixon, USF St.
Petersburg assistant professor of
geography. "Every time you t_urn
on the weather, the maps you see
are GIS."
Commercial fishermen,
police officers and residents who
live on the beach depeng on
weather reports.
GIS helps save lives. When a
911 call is made the dispatcher
uses GIS to give first responders
the quickest route.
During the furious 2004 hurricane season, emergency management teams used GIS maps to
show residents where flood levels
and evacuation zones were.
A GIS map consists of many
layers set on top ·of one another.
Each layer represents a variable.
For example, roads, businesses,
homes, electric lines and gas
lines can be compared on a
Pinellas County map.
It's almost like the aa.atomical map of the human body in·
old encyclopedias. Each piece of
cellophane rested on top of the
other and the relationship among
the digestive, respiratory, nervous, endocrine, skeletal, circulatory, reproductive, immune and
muscular systems in the body
could be seen.
GIS is a huge part of our
lives, even in politics: During the
2004 elections, news networks
used GIS maps to color code
states and counties blue for
Kerry and red for Bush and 3-D
GIS maps compared the intensity
of voter turnout between urban
and rural areas.

C
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self-esteem. They all want to
be special and to me they are
special."
At the end of every Trash
Patrol day, Kersker buys his
homeless friends coffee and
hands out cigarettes. On occasion, he takes them -to dinner
at Johnny Rockets in
BayWalk. And on special days;
Trash Patrol members receive
a surprise.
''I'll give them .two dollars," Kersker said.

• St. Petersburg
.homeless become more
active in the community b_y picking up trash
downtown.
By Irena Milasinovic
Senior Staff Writer

heir feet falter and their
heads hang low as they
walk through downtown
St. Petersburg. Their belongings trail with them. Their
From helping him~
stomachs are empty.
self to .helping others
Carrying black garbage
Kersker has come a long
bags, these homeless people
way from being-"lost." He was
are downtown regulars who
arrested a half-dozen times.
share the streets with busiHe spent chunks of time in
ness executives, college stu. and out of jails and mental
dents, residents and tourists.
institutions. Battling with
~ut while looking for their
mental illness, he has learned .
next meal, they are cleaning
to live with his condition and
up the community. ·
control his anxiety and panic
Trash Patrol, ranging
attacks . .
from 10 to 30 members on a
Kersker, who calls himself
Photo by Jacqueline Fawcett
given day, cleans parts of
"functionally
abnormal," said
Steve Kersker, an advocate
downtown St. Petersburg
he
has
grown
and developed ·
· for the homeless, organized
three times a week.
over
the
last
17
years.
Trash Patrol, a group of
The group targets
He
has
a
bachelor's
homeless people t~at cleans
Williams Park on Third Street
degree in history from the
downtown St. Petersburg.
and First Avenue North, the
University of South Florida
Starbucks on First Street and
and is eight credits short of a
In the beginning, Trash
First Avenue North, the
master's
degree from lJSF
Patrol was chaos, with no
Mirror Lake area, the St.
Tampa.
rules regulating the 80 homePetersburg City Hall and the
· "I am doing what I want
less
people rambling through
First United Methodist
to
do,"
he said.
downtown picking up trash.
Church on Third Street and
what Kersker wants
And
·Now the group is more organSecond Avenue North.
do
is
help
others, especially
to
ized, meeting every Monday,
Trash Patrol was born as
St.
Petersburg's
homeless and
Thursday and Saturday
a silent protest two years ago,
mentally
ill.
Kersker
is their
between noon and 1 p.m. to
and has been able to keep the
hero,
friend
and
mentor.
He
clean downtown areas.
homeless active in the corn- ·
said
the
homeless
are
like
Kersker said the group
rnunity. . ·
kept
its weekly cleanup sched- children living outdoors withSteve Kersker, an advoule during tge last three hurri- out their parents.
cate for the homeless and
"I became almost parental
canes.
mentally ill, organized the
-compassionate,
loving and
"Never missed a day," group.
nurturing,"
he
said.
"That's
Kersker recalls how Trash Kersker said. "Neither rain
parental."
Patrol came about. He said he nor hail would stop them
To Trash Patrol members
from going."
was protesting about the lack
and
Kersker, there are more
· Although Kersker organof homeless shelters, when he
ways
of looking at reality than
ized the group, he said it is
suddenly felt that he lost his
'
f
rom
the
bottom. Trash Patrol
.the members who keep it
voice.
doesn't
accept
members who
going.
"I couldn't speak, so I
complain.
"It makes them feel proud
picked up trash as a way of
''You have to be happy.
l;>ecause
they are doing S_9rneprotesting," he said. They
are
what we think,"
We
thing good for the communistopped carrying signs and
Kersker
said. "Just because
started carrying garbage bags. ty," he said. "It builds their

T

you are homeless doesn't
mean you are unhappy. I try
to teach my homeless friends
that."
The gtoup also does not
accept people who manipulate
others.
Kersker recalls that one of
the former members of Trash
Patrol put a bag of coffee in
his jacket while ih the the
Starbucks coffee shop.
Kersker made him give it back
and said the man could no
longer work Trash Patrol
routes.

Having little, yet
giving much
Kersker wears a baseball
cap with a cross on it. He
wears a wedding band on his
left hand and says he is married to God. He says he has
little in his life besides helping
others and God.
"I have no 1V. I don't go
to movies. I spend $20 on
food in Publix, and to me that
is a fortune," he said.
Besides keeping up with
Trash Patrol, Kersker is the
director of Loving Others
Together, an organization that
helps the homeless living on
the streets and struggling with
mental illnesses. He serves as
a consultant for the Suncoast
Center for Community Mental
Health.
He also writes a weekly
column for the Northeast
Neighborhood News entitled
"Lessons from Life," which
records the lives of homeless
people Kersker has met. He
has known some of the Trash
Patrol members for over 15
years.
Now he plans to rally with
Trash Patrol and others at
BayWalk to support raises for
St. Petersburg police officers.
Kersker said someone
once asked him how it feels to
pick up trash next to his rich
friends.
~It feels good," he said. "I
really do feel rewarded to help
these people. I enjoy it. It

Progrmn helps :minorities earn graduate degrees
By David Donald

nology, engineering and math. It is spon- promote science, awarded USF with a
sored by the National Science Foundation $900,000 grant to help the university
promote diversity and help minorities
(NSF) and the Florida-Georgia Louis
Stokes Alliance for Minority
pursue graduate and doctorate degrees in
Participation.
marine science and engineering.
Ashanti Pyrtle, program director and .....
The program fosters a cross-discipliassistant professor in chemical oceanognary exchange between the students and
faculty in the colleges of marine science
raphy at USF St. Petersburg, is pleased
ana engineering.
with the inaugural group of students.
The·students who were.chosen are
"We've invested a lot and we expect wonderful things to happen," she said at a
excited.
welcoming ceremony on Sept. 28.
See Bridge on page 5
In July, NSF, a foundation ge~red to

Contributing Writer

his fall, twenty minority students ·
from the University of South
Florida were awarded fellowships
that will help them work toward graduate
degrees in marine science and engineering.
This is USF's first year participating
in the Bridge to the Doctorate, a program
that provides minority students with
graduate opportunities in science, tech-
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Foreign journalists discuss U.S. media
By Chris Girandola,
David Donald and
Wendy Owen
Staff Writers

ince 2000, USF St.
Petersburg has been
host to journalists from
China, Iraq, Argentina,
Ukraine and many other countries. This month Jordanian,
Ukrainian and Brazilian journalists visited USF St.
Petersburg.
These visits were part of an
ongoing program hosted by the
journalism department at USF
St. Petersburg, which sees a
dozen or more foreign journalists a year, said Bob Dardenne,
associate professor of journalism. St. Petersburg is an
attractive area for foreign journalists because of Poynter
Institute and also the city's
proximity to Orlando.
"This is a terrific opportunity for USF St. Petersburg
journalism students and faculty to meet with press representatives throughout the world."
Dardenne said. "We offer a
forum for discussion that these
visitors don't always get elsewhere on their tour, and it's
good for us because we get a
lot of worldwide exposure for
our small university."

On Wednesday, Nov. 3,
Jordanian journalists and government officials visited USF
St. Petersburg. The visit
focused on the media coverage
of the recent presidential election and was a part of a threeweek trip, which also included
stops in New York City and
Washington, D.C.
The three journalists that
visited were Khalid Ahmad
Dalal from the Jordan Times,
Eyad RadiAL Wakfi from the
AI Rai Daily Newspaper and
Mustafa Esmaeil AI Rayalat
from the AI Dustour newspaper. The representatives also
included Ali Mohammed
Sufian Bibi, the international
relations and funding director
from the Ministry of Political
pevelopment and Falha
Suleiman Brizat, spokesperson
of the Ministry of Political
Development and
Parliamentary Affairs.
The issues discussed
included the formation of the
Jordanian government, free-

4

Petersburg
takes back
the night
By Heath Hooper
Staff Writer

S

Jordanian Journalists

·usF st.

0
and oppositional.
Ukrainians are implementing a bill to privatize government-controlled media outlets,
but many publications are hesitant because they would lose
financial support from the government, Boguslavs'ky said.

Brazilian Journalists

Photo by Pius Nyamora

Above: Khalid Ahmad Dalal, Jordan Times journalist.
Above right: Ukrainian journalists Oleg Boguslavsky (left), head
of the Journalism, Editing and Publishing Department at
Humanitarian University in Zaporizhzhya, and Tetyana
Prystupenko (right), deputy director of the ·Institute of Journalism
at Kyiv Taras Shevchenko National University in Kyiv, visited
U$F St. Petersburg Nov. 5 to disuss how journalism has
changed in the 13 years since Ukraine's indpendence.

dom of the press both abroad
and in the United States and
bias seen in the American
media. Most of the discussion
dealt with criticism of
American media coverage of
the presidential election and
the Middle East.
"We believe your society is
heavily influenced by the
media," Rayalat said. "The
coverage of the election~ examined the Hispanic influence on
the votes, but failed to mention
anything about Arab voters in
the U.S."
Jordan Times' Dalal
offered suggestions to improve
media coverage of the Middle
East.
"There needs to be a bilateral relationship between the
U.S. and Jordan which would
build bridges," Dalal said. "By
informing the American people
of the cultural values the
Jordani¥ts h9ld, it would shed
some light on the principles of
Islam."

Ukrainian Journalists
Two journalism professors

''There needs to be a bilateral relationship between the
U.S. and Jordan which would
build bridges," Dalal said.
"By informing the American
people of the cultural values
.tl1e Jordanians hold, it would
shed some light on the principles of Islam. ' '
.
- Khalid Ahmad Dalal,
Jordan Times journalist

from the Ukraine visited the
USF St. Petersburg
Department of Journalism and
Media Studies on Friday, Nov.
5, for a roundtable discussion
about journalism.
The visitors were Oleg
Boguslavs'ky, the head of journalism, editing, and publishing
department at Humanitarian
University, and Tetyana
Prystupenko, ·deputy director
of the Institute of Journalism
at Kyiv Taras Shevchenko
National University.
There are 2o,ooo media
outlets in the Ukraine. Half of
them are government-con- .
trolled, a remnant of the Soviet
Union era. The other half of
the outlets are independent

On Tuesday, Nov. 9, six
Brazilian journalists met with
USF St. Petersburg professor
Bob Dardenne to discuss the
politics of journalism in their
country. These journalists
came from Sao Paulo and
Brasilia.
Among the topics discussed, the most important
was government control in the
media. In Brazil, some broadcast companies have 45 percent of their budget funded by
the government, causing a crisis in the media, said Jose
Trindade, a radio news correspondent from Brasilia. This
funding causes a certain
amount of control in their
broadcasting and affects news
coverage.
"Thegovernment can and
does promote itself [through
the media]," Trindade said.
"The government uses this
power."
Also discussed were the
differences between Brazilian
and American broadcast journalism. Brazilian journalist
Mauro Ceccherini said the
American press exaggerates
stories, especially on TV. He
also said American TV news
had auniform look, and one
story often looks the same on
many different stations.
Adalberto Piotto, a radio
news anchor from Sao Paulo,
said American _broadcast news
anchors become famous for
their style, taking away the
importance of the news.
"You are a journalist, not
an artist," Piotto said, "You
have to tell the news, not be
the news."

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA ST. PETERSBURG

n Friday, Nov. 5, the USF
St. Petersburg's Campus
Women's Collective hosted Take Back the Night, an event
to raise awareness about violence
against women in Pinellas County.
The event featured a number
oflocal and student organizations,
speakers and music, and drew a
crowd of almost 100 students and

activists.
'We have been fortunate that
there have not been that many
assaults on campus," said Diane
McKinstry, a faculty sponsor of the
CWC. She added, however, that it
is a significant problem in the
greater Pinellas County area, and
that she felt that it is important to
let people know about the issue.
IindaAlmidei, director of the
Haven, a domestic violence shelter
iii Cleru.water, also stressed the
importance of the issue, sayirlg
that while there..are over 10,000
reports of domestic violence in
Pinellas County each year, that
number probably only represents
10 to 15 percent of the actual number of incidents.
USF St. Petersburg technical
writing major Alexis Harris, herself a survivor, worked Campus
Crusade for Christ's table at the
event "I think it's so important,
because for so long it's just been
ignored. ..it's nice to see people .
that are trying to talk about it, trying to heal, trying to move on,"
Harris said.
Lisa Matzner, an
Interdisciplinary Social Science
major, spoke to the crowd ofher
own experience with a stalker. She
said denial that such things cxmld
happen is a major stumbling block
for potential victims, and that letting the community know where
to turn if something happens is
crucial

The event served to raise
awareness not only for women,
but also for all those who suffer
from domestic violence. Marc
Johnson, who represents the
homeless youth outreach program
Street Safe, said that events like
Take Back the Night were important in order to dispel the myths
that surround things like domestic
violence.
According to the Campus
Outreach Services Web site, Take
Back the Night first began in
England. The march functioned as
a symbolic stand against the fear
that women felt when walking
home at night The first American
march was held in San Francisco
in1978-
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University plans for housing, parking garage
By Anastasia Bowen

services at USF St Petersburg.
"The way the building fits in
architecturally also is imporThe first parking garage tant. The lowest bidder will not
and the first dormitory for USF necessarily receive the award."
Jim Grant, campus archiSt.. Petersburg are currently in
the
design
process. tect and director of facilities
Construction of these struc- planning, said the new buildtures is scheduled to begin in ings should fit in with the existSummer 2005 and should be ing buildings.
"Colored stucco, brick and
completed by Fall 2006.
Competing architectural human scale are important elefirms will submit drawings of ments in the newer buildings
·
the parking garage and dorms, on campus," he said.
According to a master plan
and the university is reviewing
and choosing a plan this by architecture and design firm
Sasaki Associates Inc., the
month.
The university will choose dorms and parking garage
the plan that best meets the should reflect the older buildneeds of the campus, said Rusty_ ings on campus that were built
Richmond, head of parking hi the 1960s, but should have

Contributing Writer

more visual interest by using
color and assorted material
selection.
The new parking garage
will be located on the corner of
Fifth Avenue and Third Street
South. It will include about 900
parking spaces, offices for university police and parking operations and a Barnes & Noble
bookstore. Future campus resi.dents, students and faculty will
be able to park in the new
garage. .
"Tuesdays and Thursdays
are the busiest days on campus
and evenings are always crowded," Richmond said. "With the
campus growing, we are definitely going to need this
garage."

The residence hall will be pation in clubs and organizabuilt north of ·the Campus tions around campus. As of
Activities Center on the corner now, we are strictly a commuter
of Fifth Avenue and Second campus." He added that this
Street South: The apartment- commuter campus status crestyle residence will. accommo- ates a problem for student life.
date 354 beds and will be fur- Without housing, student$ are
nished. Each apartment will not on campus for long periods
have four bedrooms, two bath- of time.
USF St. Petersburg, origirooms and a shared kitchen
and living space. No faculty nally established as a campus
housing will be included in this for juniors, seniors and gradufirst project.
ate students, shifted five years
"You will see the campus ago to include freshman and
start to attract more students sophomore classes. Nasser said
from outside the Pinellas coun- building the residence hall
ty region," said Student should attract more students to
Government President Thomas · the campus. He said that it is
Piccolo. "Perhaps the most sig- currently difficult to recruit
nificant change you will ·see is out-of-state and international
an increase in student partici- students without housing.

Bush education prontises could prove tough to live up to
By Cynthia Yeung

-

rates continue to rise faster
than inflation, Teune said that
a "fine tune" of student grants
is more probable.
Tuition inflation could be
offset, to some extent, by a
stronger economy. Teune predicted that an economic turnaround is imminent.

··

The Oracle (U-Wire)

Despite campaign promises of increased student financial aid and improved student
access to college, experts say it
is unlikely that President
George W. Bush will implement
any drastic changes in highereducation policy in the short
term.
Over the course of the campaign, Bush pushed · his
"Agenda for America," in which
he briefly described enhancing _
Pell Grants and AmeriCorps
Education Awards, as well as
creating incentives for states to
make it easier for students to
transfer credits earned at community colleges to four-year
institutions.
With a Republican majority
in both the House of
Representatives
and the
Senate, University of South
Florida political science professor Henry Teune said that the
president will be in a better
position to implement his initiatives, but will likely be focusing on what he views as more
pressing issues.
David Copley, chairman of
the
Pennsylvania
State
of
College
Federation

Republicans, said it is too early
to predict if or when ·Bush
would begin to move on educational issues.
"The priorities right now

Bridae. Jrom.Jlaoe.3

"As this program grows and more students take
advantage of it, then more of us will be able to compete for jobs," said Marietta Mayo, a chemical
oceanography major from Puerto Rico. "We need
more minorities in science."
After earning her doctorate, Mayo plans to return
to Puerto Rico and teach.
Warner Ithier-Gl!Zman, a chemical oceanography
major, dreams of earning his doctorate one day.
Crow's Nest, Vol. 35 No. 5
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-

President Bush made promises to help college students with
paying tuition and transferring credits among universities.

are elections in Iraq [and]
reforming the [Social Security]
system," the Wharton senior
said.
But as university tuition

Bush's foreign policy, however, may also affect another
constituency within higher
education - foreign students.
"They'll have to visit the
visa fears of foreign students.
There was some drop in applications," Teune said.
This sentiment is echoed by
Senior Vice President of the
American
Council
on
Education Michael Baer.
"I think clearly iii the last
four years there has been a
greater restriction on ease of
entry from students into the
United States from other countries," Ba~r said.

"The Saudis will pump
some more oil,·the Libyans will
be pumping more, oil prices
will go down and the stock market will go up," Teune said. "A
lot of good things will happen
to the economy. Everyone will
-get a lot more money, and people are usually pretty happy
with that."
"I think it's detrimental for
Science and research fund- several reasons. Many of the
ing, which make up a large por- science disciplines have attracttion of university budgets, also ed international students in the
play into Bush's plan for higher past. It decreases the amount of
research that can be ·done by
education.
"A big question is whether institutions and faculty."
Bush will give more to national
Fewer international stuscience foundations," Teune
said. With the Republican dents entering the country may
majority in Congress, Bush has also negatively impact world
an opportunity to change the sentiment toward the United
way research funds are distrib- States.
uted.
"Fewer students are comHowever, Teune said that ing to this country, learning
fp.nding to centers such as the about the United States, U.S.
National Institutes of Health culture, [and] developing a
would not differ much due to warm feeling about the United
the federal budget deficit.
States," Baer said.

"i would not be able to pursue higher education
without the money from the NSF," he said.
Ithier-Guzman, a native of Puerto Rico, plans to
use his education to detect radioactivity in soil and
water.
Each student. received a two-year fellowship..and a
$30,000 stipend for each year. If they decide to pursue a doctorate, additional support at a minimum of
$15,000 a year will be awarded.
Eddy Flores, a graduate student in biological
oceanography, said he can use the stipend to attend
school and support his (amily. He said his goal is to
become a marine science professor.
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA ST. PETERSBURG

The goal of the grant program is to increase the
number of minorities contributing to the advancement of research and education in science, technology, and engineering.
According to the NSF, minorities represent 23
percent of the populatiqn in the United States; 6 percent are in the engineering, technology and science
workforce.
Peter Betzer, dean of the college of marine science, at USF St. Petersburg, said the school can
improve its outreach and education efforts to the
minority population.
''There are some tremendous careers," he said.
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If you are.~
Female, 15 - 25 years of age,
and would like to participate in a
vaccine trial {or Human Papilloma
(Genital Warts) Virus, you may qualify
participation in an investigational study.

e

There is no cost to you to participate in the
study. Compensation for time may be available.
\

further information

eather at 727.724.9730
Women's Medical Research Group, LLC,
Edward Zbella, M.D., principal investigator.
2454 McMullen Booth Rd, Suite 605, Clearwater, FL 337

Great looking hair is right around the corner.

I~~a~.!Qrh~ I
· www.greatclips.com

--------------I~G-eatOipsforhair- I

What has Jesus got to do
with our people?
Devotion to Jesus has been a large part of the AfricanAmerican experience, but some see Jesus as aforeign
deity forced upon our ancestors. They say his teachings
are merely"a white man's r~ligion ."
Are they correct in their view of Jesus? Abrief, but
powerful article on the Web, The Truth AboutJesus,
provides answers to the following P..opular criticisms:
• Isn't the Bible just a European book?
• Isn't Christianity a foreign religion to Africans?
• Didn't Christians perpetuate and defend American
slavery?

EveryStudent.com ·

HAIRCUT

University Village
300 Third St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
(727) 824-5500
Hours:
M- F 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sat. 9 a.m ..to 6 p.m.
Sun. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

www.lmpactMovement.com

$4.99
Not valid with other offers.
One coupon per customer.
Good only at University Vi[lage.
Offer expires 12/1/2004.

---------------

• Wasn't the white church an accomplice to our
ongoing oppression?
• Hasn't the black church failed to help in our struggle
for freedom?
There are many false myths aimed at depriving African
Americans of our spiritual heritage. The strength, hope
and vision of our forefathers, was gained through
knowing Jesus. Don't let others rob you ofthis spiritual
heritage. See the feature article "The Truth About Jesus"
on the Web at www.EveryStudent.com.

Sponsored by Campus Crusade for Christ
www.crusadetampabay.org

CLASSIFIED
WANTED:

Full-time merchandiser for chain accounts only covering
Pinellas County. $10 per hour plus $0.28 per mile. Full-time benefits including health,·dental, visi.on and 401 K. Fax resume to 386-738-5891 or e-mail
LIESLGIORGIO@PENNINGTONSEED.COM.

Your Mother is calling you.

GENITAL HERPES TREATMENT
A Medical Research Trial Is Being Conducted

e

I· .

Join her for the Bread of Life.

There is no cost to you to participate in the
study. Compensation for time may be available.

USF St Petersburg Campus Mass
DATE: Thursday, Nov. 18
TIME: 12:10 p.m.
PLACE: St. Mary's Church
515 Fourth St. S., St. Petersburg
Free lunch after Mass in the Parish HaUl

for further information

Haven at 727.724.9730

Sponsored by
Lux Mundi,
USF St. Petersburg
Catholic Student
Organization
Meets Thursdays,
12:30-1:30 p.m.,
TER 302

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA ST. PETERSBURG
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lfyou are:
18 years of age or older, and
have been infected with genital
herpes in the last 6 months, you may
qualify for participation ID. a research
study of an investigational medication.

Women's Medical Research Group, LLC,
Edward Zbella, M.D., principal investigator.
3268 66th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33710
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Alfie: 'What does it all mean?'

Like "Toy Story," "A Bug's Life," "Monsters Inc."
and "Finding Nemo," "The Incredibles" leaves it
This remake of the 1966 film of the same title
mark on animated movies. The difference in the
is a great success. The original "Alfie" starred
newest addition to the Pixar family is found in its
Michael Caine as a womanizing bachelor who
main characters - they're human.
whisks in and out of his female victims' lives,
The film tells the story of a family of supernever turning around to see his path of destrucheroes who have been forced to hide out as everytion. The new Alfie, played by Jude Law, is
ENTERTAINMENT REVIEWS • BY JASON MERRITT day citizens because of society's distaste for them.
much the ~arne as his predecessor.
Mr. Incredible (Craig T. Nelson), or mild-manLiving in New York City, Alfie spends his
Alfie and even pity him after he has a few adverse
days driving a limousine and his nights driving women encounters with ex-flames. By the film's end, howev- nered Bob Parr as his neighbors know hinl, has had
enough of his job at an insurance firm and wants to
crazy (in all senses of the word).
er, both Caine's and Law's versions end up the same.
We are introduced to Alfie while he is at the top of
In essence, the film is one large question mark. It return to "hero work." He gets his wish when he's
his game. His personality is upbeat and he hasn't a asks the big.qliestion, "What does it all mean?" and offered a chance to work as a freelance hero of sorts.
He thinks he has found a way to get back to his ~ld
trouble in the world. After- an unfortunate turn or two, wisely leaves the answer for the audience to ponder.
though, he starts to lose this persona.
"Alfie" definitely falls in the category of chick- lifestyle, but all he really has found is a trap. Now, it's
Throughout the course of the film, Alfie begins to flicks . But it could also be considered educational, so up to his "Incredible" family to save him.
This film has all the features that has made Pixar
see the effects of his inconsiderate lifestyle. He sees don't leave the guys at home.
movies a success in the past. It's clean enough for chilthe women he has hurt and the friends he has lost.
dren, but throws in a little adult humor to spice things
· This is the point in which the theme of the films Rated: R I Runtime: 103 minutes
up. What's most important is that the film is fun to
becomes apparent.
Grade:
watch and leaves the audience saying once again,
"What does it all mean?'' he asks himself.
"How'd they do that?"
This is also where the remake takes a different ~v>v
Definitely another hit film from the Pixar crew.
approach than the original. Caine's Alfie was more The Incredibles: Heroes back at work
abrasive than Law's rendition, and left the 1966 audiIt's not easy being a superhero. Especially when
Rated: PG I Runtime: 115 minutes
ence a little less saddened by Alfie's rough conclusion. you aren't allowed to be, well, super.
Grade:
Law, however, is more smooth and debonair in hiS
"The Incredibles" is the latest Pixar Studios aniportrayal of th~ character. The audience grows to like mated feature film, and it lives up to its predecessors. ~vvv

Grade Scale:

•

Black mag1c
and the blues
BAND REVIEW

e

oel "Butch" Bignell, 21, a
USF St. Petersburg
·English major, looks like
he belongs in a band. His long
blond hair screams rock 'n'
roll, but he has the soul of a
blues man.
"Being in a working·blues
band is really difficult b~cause
young people have no concept
of the blues," said Bignell, who
is t4e bass player for the
Michael Shaun Norton Band, a
blues/rock collaboration.
The Michael Shaun Norton
Band has a "southern witchcraft vibe," Bignell said. This
vibe is displayed by lead guitarist and singer Mike Norton,
30, who wears cowboy hats,
boots and gator paw necklaces
onstage. His guitar is also a
novelty; it's made out of a muffler.
The other members of this
rotating cast of players currently include Bignell and

J

HAPPENINGS
Monday, Nov. 15 to Thursday,
Nov.18
Student Government Elections
When: 11:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. and
7 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Where: Davis Lobby
Info: Students are encouraged to
vote for their Student Government
leaders.
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tr
Flop

vv
Bearable

BY WENDY OWEN
drummer Rob Highdeck, 24.
They portray a definite rock ,
look that includes long hair
and Ramones t-shirts.
Their latest album, "Carpe
Noctum," which means seize
the night, is brimming with
dark lyrics, and even nods at
"Pulp Fiction" in the song
"Marsellus Blues." Other
songs like "Creeper" and
"Hillbilly Goat" keep their dark
southern theme alive.
Norton's other album, "Spooks
and Murderers," sounds like a
soundtrack for a creepy
Halloween night on Bourbon
Street in New Orleans.
They compare themselves
to Kenny Wayne Shepherd and
Jonny Lang, Bignell said. The
band is also known as
"Shovelhedd" in the hard rock
circuit, Bignell said. "We occupy a weird territory. We're a
hard rock and blues band playing for people who remember
Thursday, Nov. 18
Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
Search Committee Meeting
When: 8:30a.m.- 10:30 a.m.
Where: BAY 204 -Academic Affairs
Conference Room
Info: All meetings are open to the
public.

vv~
Enjoyable

trVVY
Entertaining

Vf7'Ytrtr
Must-see

Photos courtesy of Michael Shaun Norton Band

Joel "Butch" Bignell, 21, is an E~glish major at USF St.
Petersburg and the bass player for the Michael Shaun Norton
Band, a bluesy rock band with southern black magic influences
and "Pulp Fiction" references.

when blues was mellow."
Norton thinks that the
blues has two sides. "With the
blues, we can play something
slow and sad," Norton said.
"Or we can crank it up and .
peel your eyelids back."
W}lile their local venues
include Mango Millie's in Palm
Harbor and Cafe Adagio in St.

Petersburg, the band's latest
tour went all the way to
Norton's home state of
Missouri.
Bignell said that being in a
band is an attractive lifestyle
for him.
"It means I don't have to
grow up yet," he said. Aside
from being a student and a

Friday, Nov. 19
Hyponotist Tom DeLuca
When: 7 p.m.
Where: Campus Activities Center
Info: Join us for this great audience
participation show. Sponsored by the
Harborside Activities Board this event
is for USF students, faculty, staff and
their gu~sts . Free for students;$2 for
faculty, staff and guests. Tickets available week prior to event at the
Campus Activities Center.

Saturd.ay, Nov. 21
Family Theater: The Three Little Pigs
When:.3 p.m.
Where: Palladium Theater
Info: Discount tickets for this Mahaffey
Theater presentation will be made
available by the Harborside Activities
Board for USF students, faculty and
staff.

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA ST. PETERSBURG

bass player, Bignell is also an
elementary school music
teacher at The DePaul School
for Dyslexia in Clearwater. He
has experience with jazz, funk
and heavy metal in and out of
school.
"Even if my musical career
doesn't take off," he said, ''I'll
always be playing."
For more information, visit
www.msnorton.com.
Grade:

~y~· vv
Thursday, Nov. 25 to Friday, Nov.

26
Thanksgiving- No Classes

To have your announcements listed
in Happenings, send event date,
price, location and contact number
to USFCrowsNest@aol.com.
Announcements are chosen at the
editors' discretion.
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SG Elections. from Raae ·1

~

Student Government manages $750,000 taken from an
activity and service fee. This fee
comes from student tuition
and is calculated on a rate of
$9.16 per one credit hour.
Student Government has a
history of low turnout during
elections. Last fall, 102 students voted, and 159 students
voted in Spring 2004.
"I am aware that there's no
real interest in Student
Government elections," said
Piccolo. "We always had a
problem with getting [students'] interest in the elections."
There were no debates or
speeches from candidates
before election week started
Nov. 15.
"Since there's no interest
in elections, it is hard to set up
a debate," Piccolo said.
Piccolo said he will still
campaign for himself even if no
one will run against him. He
said he is running for president
again.
"My goal is to move
Student Government in a more
prominent direction," he said.
Candidates for Student
Government seats are not
allowed to campaign in Davis
Hall, where the elections are
held, but can they campaign on

' ,- I don't think the
Student Government
elections are marketed
very well. Nobody
knows who is running
unless you are in the
Student Government. ' '
-

Chris Buckler, Business major

street corners by holding signs ·
to get students' votes.
·
Piccolo said that he
believes the election is a fair
process where the Student
Government is not preventing
anyone from running for representative or executive office
positions. They have distributed hundreds of candidate
packets
for
Student
Gover_nment positions at
events such as Campus
Showcase, Homecoming and
orientations for freshmen and
transfer students, but "nobody
returned them," he said.
"At the beginning of the
semester, students are skeptical of what they can handle,
especially freshmen," Piccolo
said.
Student
Government
treasurer Chris Koenig said
that the only way students
would know who to vote for is
by going to student government meetings to see what they
do
8

aims at his target at
the Laser Tag Lunch
Nov. 9.

Photo by Jim Grinaker

Above: USF St. petersburg student Alexis Harris participates in
Take Back the Night's candlelit march around campus Nov. 5.
Left: (From L to R) Niela Eliason, Karen White and student Lisa
McNeill at the Nov. 12 USF St. Petersburg Scholarship
Luncheon.
Photo courtesy of University Relations

Transportation. from page 1
pass, I paid $35," Moore said.
"Instead of $8o for gas, I pay
$8. Instead of a $300 car payment, I pay less than $100 for
the scooter."
He also drives a scooter
because it's fun.
"Imagine being on vacation
in Bermuda year-round,"
Moore said.
One USF St. Petersburg
sophomore, Thien Nguyen, has
been riding a bicycle his whole
life. Nguyen lives about three
miles from campus and bikes to
school.
· "I've been using a bicycle
for so long - elementary, middle and high school - so why
not college?" Nguyen said ..,..,It
would be sad to abandon it
now."
Nguyen said biking to
· school also saves him money.
"No car insurance. No
gasoline," he said. "Just lots of
food for the legs."
Although there are many
advantages to riding a bicycle,
Nguyen said there is one major
disadvantage.
"Car drivers don't look out
for you," Nguyen said. "If there
were to be a collision, the bicy-

Photo by Jacqueline Fawcett

USF St. Petersburg students are finding many ways to get
around without using a car. Some use scooters and the county
bus system, while others bike or walk where they need to go.
cler would suffer the most, if
not all, the damage."
Some students use alternate . means of transportation
. because they have to. Jordan
Shane, a USF St. Petersburg
sophomore, said he is forced to
ride the bus to school because
he can't afford a car right.now.
Other than avoiding parking
hassles on campus, Shane said
there are no advantages to riding the bus.
"I live right by Tyrone
Square Mall . and have to take
three bu_ses to USF - the 62,

the 22, and the 32," Shane said.
"It is horrible riding the bus.
There are only elderly, indigents and handicapped people
who ride the bus here. Nothing
against them, but they hold up
traffic and disrupt and annoy
people on the bus, and many
are inebriated."
Although the Pinellas
Suncoast Transit Authority
(PSTA) offers students a discounted fare of 75 cents instead
of the usual $1.25, Shane said
he doesn't save any money
because he has to take three
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buses to get to school.
"The student bus card is
no bargain when you have to
take three buses a day, each
ride is 75 cents each, and I
need six bus rides a day,"
Sha.n e said. ~'I buy the daily
pass for $3, which is pretty
expensive. [That's] $48 per
month for only 16 days of riding."
Another bus rider, Becky
Bonnell, a USF St. Petersburg
sophomore, said she does not
work and doesn't have enough
money to buy a car. But
Bonnell, who has a student bus
card, said she likes riding the
bus.
"I actually find it relaxing,"
Bonnell said. She said she doesn't have to worry about driving,
finding a parking spot or buying a parking decal.
Bill Roney, a USF St.
Petersburg senior, walks to
school. He said he lost his driver's license a couple of years
ago because he has a brain disorder that causes seizures.
Although he can now get his
license back, he decided to continue walking to school because
it saves him time and money.
"You don't have to find a
parking space or worry about
getting a ticket," Roney said.
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